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POINTS WHICH MAY BE OF INTEREST TO PhD CANDIDATES
WHEN UPLOADING A THESIS FOR EXAMINATION

When submitting your thesis for examination, the Doctoral Degrees Board requires the following:

1. The contents must be presented so that legibility is ensured. This may be in either 1.5 or
double spacing, and if the thesis is printed, it should be printed on both sides of the pages to
reduce bulk.

2. Please note that there is an upper limit of 80 000 words on the main text of your thesis. Any

request to exceed this limit must be discussed with the supervisor and final approval must be
obtained from the Dean and the Doctoral Degrees Board.

3. There must be a title page indicating the thesis title, name of candidate (plus qualifications if
you wish), name of department, your supervisor’s name/s; university, and the month and year
of submission.

The following is the recommended wording used after the thesis title and name of
candidate:

Thesis Presented for the Degree of
DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY
in the Department of ...
UNIVERSITY OF CAPE TOWN
Month and Year

However, the exact layout of the front page is entirely up to the candidate. You may, for
example, wish to mention your Faculty.

4, There must be an abstract, the length of which is normally 1 page.

Professor Susan Bourne (on behalf of the DDB)
Revised 22 August 2025
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